PERSECUTION RELIEF

COVID-19
AID TO THE PERSECUTED CHURCH.

SERVING PERSECUTED-LOVING PERSECUTORS.

A VOTE OF

THANKS!
Since its incep�on, the Holy Spirit has led Persecu�on Relief to whole-heartedly
stand with the Persecuted Church in India.The Covid-19 pandemic presented us
with diﬃcult challenges, but as we sought God for direc�on, He led us to iden�fy
Chris�ans who went through the ﬁre of persecu�on but were currently facing
diﬃcult challenges because of the na�onwide lock down.
Great is God’s faithfulness, whose hand abundantly provided more than we
could ask or imagine. God made us his extended arms and reached out to help
over a thousand aﬀected families. Through Persecu�on Relief, God reminded
these brave soldiers that he remembers their sacriﬁce and s�ll loves and cares
for them.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gra�tude to all those
who joined hands and partnered with us to serve this purpose of God. I would
especially like to thank my elder brother in Christ, David Turner and the Board of
The Church in Chains, for con�nuing to faithfully stand with us as we strive to
serve the Persecuted Church in India.
To all the organiza�ons, Pastors, leaders, men and women of God who took the
ini�a�ve to reach out to the poor and needy, most importantly those who
ventured out to remote places to distribute groceries and supplies during this
vulnerable �me- I am truly indebted, Thank you!
May God richly bless you for your heart of service.
Your Brother in Christ,
Shibu Thomas

COVID-19
AID TO THE PERSECUTED
CHURCH FROM THE PERSECUTION RELIEF FAMILY

By Gods Grace and The Support of the Persecu�on Relief Family We Commi�ed to Serve over 5124
Persecuted Chris�ans Across India in Response to The Covid-19 Crisis with Financial Aid, Food,
Relief items and Hygiene items etc.
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WHY?
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CARE

WHEN?
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WITH THE HELP OF PERSECUTION RELIEF VOLUNTEERS

MONTHLY
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PRODUCTS

HYGIENE
OVER

1100

1100

WHERE?
Persecu�on Relief has been
given a clear mandate by God
to help the persecuted
Chris�ans during this
vulnerable and challenging
�me. We were able to
channel aid to at least 5124
individuals across 16 states of
India and coun�ng. Most of
these families have been

ASSISTANCE

90

16 STATES AMONG WHICH

THE TOP 4 WERE:

persecuted in the past in some
form or the other. A Majority
of the beneﬁciaries belong to
the communi�es of beggars,
Snake-Charmers and Widows,
furthermore, we iden�ﬁed
and served especially those
families who were facing
extreme hunger and poverty
due to the na�onwide

lockdown. Financial aid was
given to more than 90
persecuted pastors across
India. Persecu�on Relief
looks forward to serving
more than 500 families in
the days to come and will
con�nue to provide relief
during this �me of crisis as
God leads us.
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MADHYA PRADESH

FAMILIES

KARNATAKA

OVER
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UTTAR PRADESH

FAMILIES
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OVER
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FOOD
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HOW?

300

FAMILIES
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WHATEVER

YOU DID
YOU DID

FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE
BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF MINE,

FOR ME
Matthew 25:40

www.persecutionrelief.com
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FAITH &

SIMPLICITY

RAJU NATH SAPERA

T

he life of a snake charmer
is not as rewarding as it
used to be around 20 years
ago, in fact, the trade is
hardly profitable any more. Since
ancient times, snake charmers
primarily acted as magicians and
healers. They were learned men
who studied various types of
snakes, the treatment of snake
bites and indulged in religious
practices towards the gods to
which snakes were considered
sacred. This trade also involved
catching snakes and removing the
reptile’s fangs or its venom glands.
Entertainment is a major part of
their reputation. Typically, a snake

charmer could be recognized by
his dress or appearance and would
gather a crowd that was interested
in watching a snake being charmed
and hypnotized by the swaying
of a musical instrument called a
‘Pungi’or ‘Been’. Depending on
how mesmerized his spectators
got, they would then pool in alms
for the snake charmer, which
is usually very meagre. These
days, snake charmers live a more
nomadic life style, limiting their
performances to scanty and small
villages as the trade is now illegal
in India.
Sapera is a name given to the
community of snake charmers
of India. Raju Nath is a part of
the Sapera clan. Initially, he was
involved in most of the practices
of this community, but he forsook
them after having a supernatural
encounter with Jesus Christ back
in 2013. Raju Nath was a chronic
drunk and would even trade his
own food and clothes for a drink
of alcohol. His family were devout
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followers of Kali Devi-a so called
Hindu goddess of death, time and
doomsday. They regularly performed
animal/blood sacrifices and practiced
idolatry. The family even built a
temple for their gods and goddesses.

HAVING
PURIFIED YOUR
SOULS BY YOUR
OBEDIENCE
TO THE TRUTH
FOR A SINCERE
BROTHERLY
LOVE, LOVE
ONE ANOTHER
EARNESTLY
FROM A PURE
HEART,
1 PETER 1:22

Raju Nath’s brother and sister served
at that very temple, but mysteriously
fell ill and passed away, one after the
other. Soon after their death, Raju’s
younger sister also died, followed
by the death of his nephew. What
followed after that was pure misery
for Raju and his family. Raju and his
wife- Sharda, who already had 2 sons
and 2 daughters, was with child and
soon delivered a baby boy. Sadly, he
did not survive. Their younger son
also fell ill and died during this time.
After that, she conceived twice, but
both times, the infants did not live.
During this difficult period, Raju’s
alcoholism got worse. Even his
distressed wife began to consume
alcohol.
As time passed, Sharda frequently
started falling ill. She was soon
diagnosed with cancer. Raju found
himself to be in an even bigger mess.
Hardly earning any money from his
trade, he realized that he could not
pay for Sharda’s treatment. He then
took a loan to meet the family’s needs
but still struggled. After thorough
examination, the doctors told Raju
that Sharda would not benefit by
being hospitalized as the cancer had
spread and she was soon going to die.
Raju was beside himself and began
crying bitterly at the hospital.
A young man who was at the hospital
saw Raju and inquired about his sorry
state. Raju then shared the series of
unfortunate events that had taken
place in his life. Raju expressed the
thought of giving up his life as he
could no longer carry his burdens. The
young man, moved with compassion,
eagerly offered to pray for Sharda and
encouraged Raju through scripture
from the Holy Bible. The young
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Christian told him that Jesus could
definitely help him if he put his faith
in Him. Almost instantly, Raju and
Sharda began to experience peace.
That very day, they gave up alcohol.
Their new found Christian friend
introduced them to a Church and
they regularly started attending every
meeting.
Sharda has her own testimony to
glorify God. She was miraculously
and completely healed of cancer!
But more than that, she rejoices
about the drastic change that God
brought in her husband’s life, “Food
or no food, sickness or good health,
my husband has surrendered and
devoted his whole self to God!” They
now live peacefully with their two
daughters, son, daughter-in-law and
grand-daughter.
Having such an incredible testimony
of God’s faithfulness over their lives,
Raju and Sharda never got anxious
during the very challenging days of
the lockdown due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. Witnessing many of their
fellow Christians in the neighboring
localities being affected by the crisis,
they decided to pray and ask God to
intervene. God spoke to Raju from
Jeremiah 33:3, ‘Call to me and I will
answer you and tell you great and
unsearchable things you do not know.’
God then audibly told Raju to call
Shibu Thomas- the Founder of
Persecution Relief, whom he had
met at a Pastor’s conference earlier
in 2020. God told him that if there
was anyone who would help him it
was Mr. Thomas and he would not
turn him away. That was not all, God
told Raju that He would feed all the
hungry families in the vicinity through
the Persecution Relief family. Raju
fearlessly called Mr. Thomas; whom
God had already prepared much in
advance to extend help to Raju Nath
and the Sapera community.
With God’s divine intervention,
The Persecution Relief family had

the privilege of reaching out to 340
families through the faith of a simple
man named Raju. Watching the food
supplies being distributed, even
the shocked Tehsildar (Executive
Magistrate) questioned Raju about
the source of his help. But Raju
confidently told him that Jesus
Christ has sent the help, to which
the Tehsildar replied, “I don’t see
any Jesus Christ!” Raju calmly smiled
back and said, “He is the one who is
the maker of heaven and earth. He is
the Lord over everything. His name
is Jesus Christ and he has made all
the arrangements for us to be looked
after.”
The Tehsildar was taken a back by
what Raju had to say, and told him
that he would share this with the
higher officials. “You need to be
felicitated for the good work that
you are doing,” he told Raju. “I am
a nobody” said Raju. “In fact, I am
a small person, but the one who is
my Lord, Jesus Christ- He is the Lord
of this universe and He looks after
everything.”
Raju Nath runs a church with more
than 300 people in attendance on
a usual Sunday morning. They have
all experienced God’s supernatural
provision, time and again in their
midst. Seeing Raju’s integrity, even
the local police have promised him
and the church, protection and help
whenever necessary. They have given
him the permission to conduct prayer
meetings whenever needed! - A
noteworthy testimony, considering
the escalating cases of persecution
of Christians in India. People from
around the vicinity are still asking
Raju how a poor man like him could
afford to feed over 300 families
when he himself has to look after his
own family. Raju admits to getting
very excited when he is asked this
question, but never fails to glorify
God by testifying that It Is indeed the
Miraculous Work of God in his life!

April 2020

AND WHOEVER

GIVES ONE
OF THESE
LITTLE
ONES EVEN

A CUP
OF COLD

WATER

BECAUSE

HE IS A

DISCIPLE,
TRULY, I SAY TO YOU,
HE WILL BY NO MEANS

LOSE HIS REWARD.

Matthew 10:42

www.persecutionrelief.com
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E

vangelist Rose Mary hails from
the beautiful hill station of
Dehradun which is located in
the northern Indian state of
Uttarakhand. 14 years ago, her life
changed drastically after she had a
supernatural encounter with Jesus
Christ. She then made a decision
to surrender her life to God and
devoted herself towards his service.
She courageously went around
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ
in and around her locality.

THE
REWARD OF

4 years ago, she was at a prayer
meeting in a place called Patri which

OBEDIENCE
EVANGELIST

ROSE MARY

features in the Haridwar
Zilla. There, a sick man
named Om Prakash Nath
was brought to her to
be prayed over. He was
severely ill and in a bad
condition. The people
who brought Om Prakash
explained that his organs
were gradually failing
and his lungs were filling
up with water. They had
sought out many doctors
and other forms of
treatments but none of
this proved to be helpful
to Om Prakash. They
were then directed by a
well-wisher to come to
Evangelist Rose Mary’s
prayer meeting.
Rose Mary was moved
with compassion when
she saw an ailing Om
Prakash and willingly
prayed for him to be
healed in Jesus Name.
Since that day, 48-year-

old, Om Prakash began to recover and was
eventually healed completely, all glory to God!
Experiencing the power of God in his life, Om
Prakash soon got in touch with Rose Mary to
find out where he could fellowship and pray
with other believers. Rose Mary told him that
she regularly conducts prayer meetings where
she lives, a place called Dhaniyawala.
Om Prakash was thrilled to hear about the
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church meetings as he also lived
in Dhaniyawala.
Om
Prakash then invited Rose Mary
to his home to meet his family
and pray with them. She gladly
obliged and visited his home which
was in a Basti (a small cluster of
makeshift houses mostly occupied
by nomadic people).
Om Prakash comes from a clan of
Snake Charmers - People, who for
centuries have been involved in
catching snakes, taking out their
fangs and removing its venom
glands. They then entertain
people by appearing to hypnotize
the snake by playing a musical
instrument called a ‘been’ or a
‘pungi’ in front of it, causing the
reptile to sway. Since this trade
has been declared illegal in India,
Snake Charmers now assume roles
as Hindu gods and goddesses,
adorning themselves with religious
attires and beg for a living.
Rose Mary gradually began
to minister in the Basti where
Om Prakash lived. Many Snake
Charmers and their families started
attending her prayer meetings
and giving their lives to Jesus
Christ. Currently, 30-40 families
have adopted Christianity. Many
of these families live in tents and
temporary homes, while a few
have permanent homes.
After the Nation locked down to
stop the spread of the Covid-19
virus, many of these families
started facing financial difficulties
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as they are mostly people who
have temporary jobs and work on
a day to day basis. With no savings
and restriction of movement, these
families often found themselves
going to sleep hungry.
A few affluent people in the vicinity
were distributing food supplies to
the poor, so the Christians from
the Basti approached them for
help. Instead, the distributors
turned around and said, “Why
don’t you ask your madam (Rose
Mary) for food?” Even a few
unbelieving neighbors instigated
the distributors against giving the
Christians food!
Earlier this year, a few religious
goons from the vicinity had
disrupted a prayer meeting
conducted by Rose Mary in the
Basti. They began to harass her
even after she sought the police
for help. During that time, these
simple Christians from the Basti,
testified to the Police and the
religious goons saying, “This lady
teaches us good lessons and is
always ready to help us, we come
together to pray of our own free
will. She has showed us and our
children the way of life."
Keeping all these things in mind,
the unbelieving villagers and
distributors refused to give aid
to the Christians. A few of these
Christians are also suffering from
terminal illnesses like Diabetes
and Blood Pressure issues. For
them, a daily dose of medicine

and regular food is a priority and
necessity. Sadly, these issues are
affecting them more severely than
the Corona Virus.
When these circumstances were
brought to her knowledge, God
reminded Rose Mary about
Persecution Relief, who had helped
and supported her when she was
persecuted by the religious fanatics
earlier this year. Rose Mary called
Persecution Relief and explained
the sorry plight of the Christians,
many of whom didn’t even have
ration cards to provide a square
meal. Being abundantly blessed
by many people around the world
who generously contribute towards
the upliftment of the persecuted
Church in India, Persecution Relief,
in turn was able to bless and bring
relief to the Christians living in the
Basti of Dhaniyawala.
God, in his great wisdom, knits
faithful Christians together for
reasons beyond our understanding.
He sees the big picture. Rose Mary
obediently answered to God’s
call over her life and surrendered
herself to him. In return, God used
her to heal and deliver many from
evil, one of whom is Om Prakash.
His willingness to share God’s
mercy and restoration eventually
rescued the Christians in his
community from starvation and
allowed the Persecution Relief
Family to be a source of God’s
provision to them.

THE STEADFAST
LOVE OF THE
LORD NEVER
CEASES; HIS
MERCIES NEVER
COME TO AN
END; THEY ARE
NEW EVERY
MORNING;
GREAT IS YOUR
FAITHFULNESS.
LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23
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IN THIS

WORLD

YOU WILL

HAVE TROUBLE.
BUT TAKE HEART !

I HAVE
THE

OVERCOME

WORLD.

JESUS

(John 16:33)

www.persecutionrelief.com
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RAJ KUCHBANDIYA

T

he story of the miraculous
transformation of Saul
to Paul is not unfamiliar
to the Christian world.
We may encounter many a Saul
on our Christian walk, however,
we shouldn’t be surprised if we
suddenly witness them having a
similar transformation like that
of Paul’s. With God all things are
possible. He has a precise time for
every purpose under the sun.
Raj Kuchbandiya lives in a little
village named Amarpathan. He
hails from the Gihara clan. The
Giharas are a group of families
from the descendants of Rajputra
caste found in various states
of India. They are amongst the

migrating group of warriors from
Udaipur (Rajasthan) or partly
settled communities also known as
‘Banjara’.
Back in 2004, Raj was known as a
man who persecuted Christians. He
was often seen spending a lot of
time moving around with a group of
religious fanatics. He would discuss
with them about the Christians
who would visit his village saying,
“These people have the audacity to
come to our village, tell us not to
worship idols and try to convert us
to Christianity! The next time I see
them, I will kill them!” His so-called
friends, in turn, would add more
fuel to his fire by bad mouthing the
Christians.
April 2020

During that time, A Christian
visited his village. A local
villager named Mandeep
who was sick and ailing for 38
long years was brought to the
Christian for prayer. Mandeep
was unable to retain any food
in his body. He would instantly
vomit whatever he ate. This
condition had made him very
weak and unhealthy, but to
Raj’s amazement, Mandeep
was instantaneously healed
by the power of God! But
even a powerful testimony like
Mandeep’s wasn’t enough to
change Raj’s heart. He would
go around threatening every
Christian he met and wouldn’t
allow any Christians to enter
his village. Many a times, he
would even make plans to kill
Christians who were not willing
to cater to his demands.
Raj has two sisters named
Munni and Liza. Both of them
used to enjoy attending the
small Christian gatherings that
took place in the village. But
whenever they used to read
the Holy Bible and pray at
home, Raj would get upset and
beat them up. One day, Liza,
Raj’s younger sister fell very
ill. Raj, being very fond of Liza,
struggled to find a doctor who
could cure his beloved sister.
He searched high and low for
anyone who could bring his
sister any kind of respite, but to
his dismay, there were none.

Mustering up all her courage
and seeing how desperate her
brother was getting, Munni
approached Raj and requested
him to take Liza to a prayer
meeting. To her amazement, he
agreed! Without wasting any
time, they took Liza to a local
Pastor’s home. Not long after
the Pastor prayed, Liza began
to recover. That was enough for
Raj to surrender his life to Jesus
Christ.
Since then, Raj has been
faithfully serving the Lord
Jesus Christ. For the past 5
years, Raj has been leading
an independent Church which
he fondly named after his
community ‘The Gihara Saalon
Church” For the past couple of
months, Raj and the Christians
in his locality have been facing
a lot of difficulties caused
by the nationwide COVID-19
Lockdown. Many of the
Christians are daily wagers and
their families greatly depend
on them for survival.
Carrying the burden of the
Church’s unfortunate condition,
Raj decided to meditate on
God’s word and seek Him for
help and direction. As Raj
prayed, God brought ‘’The
Persecution Relief Family’ to
his mind. A while back, Raj
and his family members were
falsely accused by religious
fanatics and put into prison on

account of their faith in Jesus
Christ. The Persecution Relief
Family came to their aid during
this time. They reasoned out
with the police officials and by
the grace of God, got them all
released in due time.
Raj obeyed God’s voice and
called The Persecution Relief
Family. Been given a clear
mandate by God to help as
many persecuted Christians
during this time of crisis, The
Persecution Relief family gladly
and eagerly extended a helping
hand to Raj and the church. In
Raj’s own words, “what God
promises, he fulfils!”
Persecution Relief was
able to channel aid to at
least 140 families across
4 villages through Raj. A
majority of these families are
underprivileged Christians who
do not have a ration card or
families who beg for a living.
Raj calls The Persecution Relief
Family his own. “They have
stood with me Prayerfully,
Politically and Financially, I
am truly encouraged by their
willingness to help me and I
am so grateful to God for the
relationship I have with them.
Whenever I talk to Mr. Shibu,
I experience a peace in my
heart. Although I have never
met him, he is like a brother to
me and I never feel bad to ask
him for help.”

BE STRONG AND
COURAGEOUS.
DO NOT BE
AFRAID;
DO NOT BE
DISCOURAGED,
FOR THE LORD
YOUR GOD WILL
BE WITH YOU
WHEREVER YOU
GO.
-JOSHUA 1:9

BE STRONG

AND COURAGEOUS.
DO NOT BE

AFRAID

DO NOT BE

DISCOURAGED,

GOD
FOR THE LORD YOUR
WILL BE WITH YOU

WHEREVER YOU GO.
-JOSHUA 1:9
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THE FRUIT
OF PERSEVERANCE

REV. SAMUEL. J. STEPHEN

O

f all the states
in India, Uttar
Pradesh is
by far the
most dangerous state
for Christians to live in.
The state has a small
Christian minority of
0.18 % according to
the census of 2011 and
are often the target of
increasing violence.
In the 1st Quarter of
2020, Persecution Relief
recorded 47 cases of
hate crimes against
Christians in Uttar
Pradesh alone. Church
leaders and Churches
are frequently attacked
as police raid and
investigate them without

a trace of evidence to
support their allegations.
Almost every Pastor/
leader/missionary
has faced some form
of persecution in the
field in Uttar Pradesh,
however, many of them
have courageously
persevere, keeping their
gaze fixed on the One
who holds their crown.
One such person is Rev.
Samuel. J. Stephen.
For the past 10 years,
Rev. Samuel has been
serving the Lord in the
North of India. Having
excellent command
over Hindi, one would
be surprised to hear

that he is originally from
Kerala. It was his passion
for the lost that led him
to master the national
tongue. Just 36 years
of age, Rev. Samuel
obeyed the call of the
Lord and moved to Uttar
Pradesh. He currently
lives with his wife and
2 young children in the
district of Gorakhpur
and serves with the
Grace Assemblies of God
Church.
Rev. Samuel works
amongst a community
of poor people who
beg for a living. These
people survive daily
only on the money that
they accumulate from
begging. When Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi called for an
overnight lockdown,
the whole nation was
caught unaware and
unprepared. The poorest
were hit the hardest.
The beggars found
themselves in a helpless
and weak position.
Entire families were left
April 2020

worrying when and from
where the next meal would
come from.
Rev. Samuel felt
handicapped in this
situation as there was a
restriction on movement
and everyone was asked to
stay at home. With no ration
cards and no aid from the
government reaching them,
Rev. Samuel was aware
that these people would
die of hunger if nothing
was done to help them. His
co-workers also voiced their
concerns. Rev. Samuel called
and encouraged his family
and co-workers to fast
and pray for this situation,
trusting God to show them
how they could reach out to
the poor and needy.
God laid Persecution Relief
on Rev. Samuel’s heart. The
first time he was introduced
to them was when one of
his friends Pastor Kuldeep
was persecuted for his faith
and taken to the police
station. Persecution Relief
had helped them in that
situation. After that, there
were many other instances,
when Rev. Samuel and other
Pastors faced persecution
and Persecution Relief
promptly came to their aid.
Before giving Persecution
Relief a call, Rev. Samuel
prayed that God would
intervene and help him.
Little did he know that
God had already made the
necessary arrangements
and had prepared
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Persecution Relief to join
hands and stand with him.
What is miraculous about
the call is that Rev. Samuel
never once mentioned that
he needed help to feed his
friends who were dying of
hunger. Instead, Persecution
Relief themselves asked
him if he needed any help
during the course of their
conversation.
“I believe this is the Lord’s
doing” said Rev. Samuel, “I
just thought of asking them
how they could help me but
instead, they asked me what
help I needed first!” Being
a missionary and caring for
the needs of his own family
is also a challenge but caring
for the poor and needy was
his priority as God has given
him a burden to love them.
Persecution Relief was
able to support 48 families
through the kind favor of
Rev. Samuel. Supplies and
Groceries which would
suffice for a month were
distributed to each family.
Manuapur village, Sarvathal
village and Bodawari village
were the three places
where relief hampers were
distributed by Rev. Samuel
and his team to the poor
and hungry.
When asked if he needed
any aid for himself and his
family, he replied, “The
beggars that I minister
amongst have nothing much
to give, but the love and
care they lavish upon me by

sharing whatever little they
have never fails to astonish
me. During the lockdown,
they gathered a few
groceries among themselves
and sent it across to me
telling me that they have
not forgotten the one who
loves and cares for them!”
Truly a huge testimony of
God’s wonderful love being
shared.
“Persecution Relief has
provided support where
it was needed the most.
They have helped those
who genuinely needed
relief. No other organization
has stood with me the
way they have. They are
a source of strength and
encouragement to me.
I pray that God would
strengthen their arms and
cause them to reach out
to many more who are
suffering” said Rev. Samuel,
expressing his gratitude.

WHATEVER
YOU DID FOR
ONE OF THE
LEAST OF THESE
BROTHERS AND
SISTERS OF
MINE, YOU DID
FOR ME.
-MATTHEW 25:40

Psalm 139:4 says, ‘Even
before a word is on my
tongue, You know all about
it, O Lord.’ This is the God
we serve! He knows what is
good for us and He supplies
all our needs according
to his riches in Glory.
Furthermore, Matthew 7:11
says,‘So if you who are evil
know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much
more shall your Father
which is in heaven give
good things to them that
ask him?’ Yes, Jehovah Jireh
cares for this world!

April 2020

THE SERVICE

SACRIFI
REV. D. SATHYAMURTHY

the wages they earn on a
daily basis.

C

ovid-19 has
presently put
the second
most populated
country and the
largest democracy in
the world in survival
mode. Loss of work,
hunger, homelessness
and poverty are just
the tip of the iceberg.
The uncertainty of the
future brings with it
many sleepless nights to
breadwinners, especially
those who survive on
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With churches not
assembling and church
members themselves
struggling, the situation
is very grim. Sadly,
many Pastors across the
country are struggling to
provide for their families
amid the lockdown,
especially those who
come from poorer
communities and remote
areas. As days pass
by, the pressure keeps
building up.
Over the past
month, Persecution
Reliefreceived many
desperate calls from
Pastors & Believers
across India requesting
help and support.
Each story brings
disappointment and
sadness. Christians and
their families who have
not eaten a square meal
for days, many of whom

PASTOR STELLA

scrape whatever little
they have to meet the
needs of their families,
especially their children.
However, not all the
calls we received were
distress calls. There
were a few men and
women of God who
rose to the occasion
with great courage and
above all-FAITH IN GOD!
These were the ones
who put the needs of
others before their own.
Taking responsibility and
initiative to go out of
their way to reach out to
those who were helpless.
Meet Rev. D.
Sathyamurthy and his
wife, Pastor Stella.
Originally from Chennai,
Tamil Nadu, they have
been married for 15
years and have 3 young
children, 2 boys and a
girl. Rev. D.Sathyamurthy
began serving the Lord
when he was just 17

years old. He has been
ministering for the past
35 years and presently
serves with Shiloh
Ministries in Karnataka,
India.
With house rent to be
paid and three young
mouths to feed, Rev.
D. Sathyamurthy and
his wife encountered
challenges of their
own amid the Covid-19
pandemic. However,they
were moved with
compassion when
they learned about
the hardships that
their fellow pastors
were facing as they
could identify with
their suffering. They
would daily receive calls
from fellow pastors
and believers, who
sorrowfully shared their
plight with them. With
most of them not having
a ration card and no help
from the government,
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their condition was
deteriorating.

Not having the resources
to meet the needs of
their fellow believers in
Christ and knowing that
they could not lean on
their own understanding,
the Reverend and his
wife decided to look to
God and fast and pray
for seven days. After
the seven days of prayer
and fasting, God led
them to the website of
Persecution Relief. They
got the organizations
contact number from
there and hesitantly tried
to establish contact.
Initially, they were
unable to connect with
Persecution Relief, but
because God had clearly
directed them, they
did not loose hope and
kept trying. “Because
God told us to call, we
had great faith that
Persecution Relief would
help us.” Exclaimed
Pastor Stella.
Their obedience to God
and perseverance paid

off. Ultimately, they
were able to connect
with the organisation
and received more
than what they had
expected. Persecution
Relief provided them
with financial support
to cover basic monthly
groceries and supplies
for an entire month. As
part of their service and
thanksgiving to God, Rev.
D. Sathyamurthy and
Pastor Stella made their
own share of sacrifices.
First, the couple acquired
necessary permissions
from a local Police
station to conduct a
relief drive. They then
made purchases and
packed hampers for
distribution. Next, they
hired a vehicle to load
the supplies in and drove
to 7 different places in
the Rural Bengaluru and
Kolar districts of the
Indian state of Karnataka.
At every place, they
would hire a hall and
invite the Pastors to
come and pick up their
hampers by observing
social distancing norms.
All in all, they were able
to bring relief to over
220 families of Pastors.
These trips that Rev.
D. Sathyamurthy and
his wife made involved
leaving their 3 young
children behind and
spending the whole day
outside, driving from
place to place-all of

this at a bigger risk of
exposing themselves
to possibilities of being
exposed to the Corona
Virus.
“I am very grateful to
Persecution Relief. We
know many stories of
people who were hungry
for days together, but
they have food now.
Many Pastors and
believers have testified
that God sent help at the
right time.” Said Pastor
Stella. “An Evangelist and
widow named Mable
Bagyavathy approached
us and told us that her
family stayed hungry for
3 whole days because
she did not have any
food, she was so happy
and grateful when
she received the relief
hamper!”
We do understand that
there may be many more
people like Mable who
are struggling across

India, does this thought
move your heart with
compassion? It is easy
for us to feel safe and
comfortable inside our
home while we read this
story, but is God calling
you out to service? Is the
Holy Spirit challenging
you to reach out in some
way or the other?
Philippians 2:3 says, “Do
nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves.
This is the Word that Rev.
D. Sathyamurthy, his wife
and many others are
living out. Persecution
Relief encourages you
to be available to God
and his calling, primarily
during this time when
our Nation is in pain. It is
God’s people who hold
the solution to every
problem. He will tell you
exactly what to do, but
only if you are willing to
say ‘YES’ to his call!
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