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All persons are equally entitled to freedom 
of  conscience and the right freely to 

profess, practice and propagate religion or 
belief… 

Article 25 of the Constitution of India



Freedom of Religion Acts
Operational in seven states : Orissa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Jharkhand.

No person shall convert or attempt to 
convert, either directly or otherwise, 
any person from one religious faith to 
another by the use of force or by 
inducement or by any fraudulent means 
nor shall any person abet any such 
conversion.



Definitions: Vague and Arbitrary

Force : Threat of injury of any kind including the threat of divine displeasure or 
social ex-communication,

Fraud or fraudulent means: misrepresentation or any other fraudulent 
contrivance.

Inducement ― offer of any gift or gratification either in cash or in kind, including 
the grant of any benefit, either pecuniary or otherwise. 

Allurement: offer of any temptation in the form of any gift or gratification either 
in cash or kind, and grant of any material benefit, either monetary or 

otherwise.



• Mandatory for convertee / convertor to give details of  the 
conversion to the district authority, either prior to the 
conversion ceremony or in some cases subsequent to it. 

• The Gujarat and Jharkhand law states that the convertee
must take prior permission from district authority before 
any conversion ceremony

• District Authority will conduct an inquiry into each 
conversion. 

Provisions of the Act



“A State has no right to 
ask a person to disclose 
what is his personal 
belief ” 

- HP High Court

Himachal Pradesh Anti Conversion law



There can be no impediments on the aforesaid rights 
except those permitted by the Constitution. 

This right of  freedom of  conscience and belief  also 
includes the very important right to change one's 

own belief… 

EFI and Anr. Vs. State of Himachal Pradesh (2012)



Punishments
State Punishment

Odisha Punishment can extend upto one year and or fine upto Rs. five thousand only

Madhya Pradesh Punishment can extend upto one year and or fine upto Rs. five thousand only

Chhattisgarh Punishment can extend upto one year and or fine upto Rs. five thousand only

Himachal Pradesh Punishment will include imprisonment which can extend upto two years and or fine 
upto Rs. twenty five thousand only

Gujarat Punishment will include imprisonment which can extend upto three years and or fine 
upto Rs. fifty thousand only

Jharkhand Punishment will include imprisonment which can extend upto three years and or fine 
upto Rs. fifty thousand only

Uttarakhand Act not yet in public domain so punishments unknown

Arunachal Pradesh Punishable with imprisonment to the extent of two years and fine up to ten thousand 
rupees. ( not implemented yet)



Punishments

• Punishments double in the event the person converted by “force”, 
fraud or allurement is a woman, a minor or belongs to the SC/St 
community.

• Punishment is also provided for the person converting their faith if 
they fail to declare their conversion to the district authorities.


